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Marty Barnes inducted 
into Hall of Fame

By Paul Struck
Editor

Marty Barnes, a 
native of Peterson, 
Iowa was inducted into 
the Iowa High School 
Rodeo Association 
(IHSRA) Hall of Fame 
last month.  Barnes was 
presented a plaque dur-
ing the Moville High 
School Rodeo in recog-
nition of his achieve-
ments within the sport 
of rodeo on all levels.

“We base our crite-
ria on someone who is 
a past IHSRA member 
that had signifi cant 
achievement through-
out their high school 
rodeo career and/
or professional rodeo 
career plus continues 
to support the youth of 
rodeo,” stated Alison 
Young, IHSRA secre-
tary,  “Marty Barnes 
hosts many practice 
sessions for our high 
school rodeo com-
petitors and gets very 
involved with coaching 
them on from the side-
lines.”

Young further 
explained, Marty is 
always offering tips to 
help our youth improve 
and cheering them on 
when they get a score 
on one of his great 
bucking horses. 

“I am very hum-
bled and honored 
to be selected. I was 
surprised when Tim 
(Maher) called me up 
front at the contestant’s 
meeting to receive 
the plaque. Rodeo is 
something I love and 
encouraging the youth 
strengthens our sport,” 
stated Barnes.

Barnes competed in 
IHSRA from 1976-79. 
He was a member of 
the Iowa State Univer-
sity rodeo team from 
1981-1984 and went 
onto become one of the 
youngest Professional 
Rodeo Cowboy Asso-
ciation (PRCA) gold 
card members. He is a 
highly revered 8x Cir-
cuit Champion and 15x 
Dodge National Circuit 
Finals qualifi er. During 
his rodeo career Barnes 
competed in both the 
rough stock and timed 
events. Tim Maher, 
President of IHSRA 
stated, “High School 
Rodeo is unique in the 
fact that a majority of 
us hauling our kids 
now also competed in 
the same competitions 
we go to today. Marty 
is no exception to this 

Family operates renowned Barnes PRCA Rodeo

Marty Barnes of Barnes PRCA Rodeo was recently 
inducted into the Iowa High School Rodeo Hall  of 
Fame.

Photo by Gretchen Kirchman

Marty Barnes of Barnes PRCA Rodeo offers tips to 
daughter Mary during a recent high school rodeo 
event. 

Photo by Gretchen Kirchman

being a very successful 
athlete in Iowa High 
School Rodeo winning 
multiple championships 
in his time competing. 

“Marty is now not 
only hauling his kids 
but also is a stock con-
tractor at many of them, 
so is able to give back 
to an association that 
gave a lot to him. It has 
been fun to watch his 
kids compete and get 
to know them as they 
have the same positive 
attitude as Marty, win 

or lose. Marty does a 
lot for our organization 
and inducting him into 
the Iowa High School 
Hall Of Fame is an 
honor.”

Barnes is the father 
of fi ve and currently his 
third daughter, Mary 
Barnes, is competing 
in high school rodeo in 
both barrel racing and 
pole bending.

Little Sioux River 
Archaeology Day

The Little Sioux 
River has more than 
200 known archaeo-
logical sites along its 
banks. The Northwest 
Chapter of the Iowa 
Archaeological Society 
(IAS) has been help-
ing identify these sites 
since 1952. Today, the 
Northwest Chapter of 
IAS still meets once a 
month at the Sanford 
Museum and Plane-
tarium for educational 
meetings and archaeo-
logical fi eld trips.

On Sunday, Sept. 25 

the Northwest Chap-
ter of IAS is hosting an 
event called the Little 
Sioux River Archaeolo-
gy Day to celebrate the 
unique archaeology of 
this region. This event 
will be held from 1 to 
4 p.m. at the Sanford 
Museum and is fun for 
all ages to participate. 
Join them indoors 
for a series of come-
and-go indoor presen-
tations with topics 
including: Mill Creek 
Villages, the future of 
Blood Run, and Native 

American star stories. 
There will also be a 
variety of hands-on 
activities such as bas-
ket making, pottery 
making, and atlatl 
throwing.

This program is free 
and open to the public. 
For more information, 
contact Megan Stroh 
at the Sanford Muse-
um by calling 712-
225-3922 or e-mailing 
archaeolog ist @ san-
fordmuseum.org. Visit 
us on Facebook. 

Council passes second fi rst 
reading of pet restriction
By Ken Ross

Due to a two to two 
tie at the Aug. 9 Chero-
kee City Council meet-
ing, the second read-
ing of an ordinance 
to prohibit pets at the 
Oak Hill Cemetery 
failed at that meeting. 

Because the motion 
failed, a new attempt 
to pass the ordinance 
needed to start again 
with the fi rst reading 
at the Sept. 13 meet-
ing. 

Jim Agnitsch and 
Chad Brown voted on 
Aug. 9 to pass the ordi-

nance prohibiting pets 
from the cemetery. Will 
Miller and Emily John-
son voted against the 
motion. Wayne Pingel 
was absent.

2016 WHS Homecoming Royalty
The Washington High School Homecoming Queen and King are Madison 
Hodgdon and Ben Lingenfelter. The coronation took place on Friday after-
noon at the WHS auditorium.

Photo by Ken Ross
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LWML Fall Rally
The Cherokee Zone of 

the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League will 
hold its annual Fall 
Rally on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 27 at Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church in 
Quimby.  The featured 
speaker will be Larry 
Joines of Mercy Meals 
of Siouxland, who will 
tell of this special min-
istry and its benefits 
to so many.  The Rally 
will begin with a light 
snack and registration 
at 6 p.m.  There is a 
recommended dona-
tion of $4 to attend.  
The Ingathering will 
be monetary donations 
for the Mercy Meals of 
Siouxland.

The Lutheran Wom-
en’s Missionary League 

(LWML) is the offi-
cial women’s auxil-
iary of The Lutheran 
C hu r c h — M i s s o u r i 
Synod. For almost 75 
years, the LWML has 
focused on affirming 
each woman’s rela-
tionship with Christ, 
encouraging and equip-
ping women to live out 
their Christian lives 
in active mission min-
istries and to support 
global missions.

Mission Statement
The mission of the 

Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League is 
to assist each woman 
of The Lutheran 
C hu r c h — M i s s o u r i 
Synod in affirming her 
relationship with the 
Triune God so that she 

Google sponsors business workshop
The Cherokee Area 

Economic Development 
Corporation in conjunc-
tion with the Cherokee 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Cherokee Indus-
trial Corporation invite 
you to attend the “Let’s 
Put Our Cities on the 

Map” workshop spon-
sored by Google. The 
workshop will be on 
Sept. 27 at the WITCC 
computer lab. This is 
an opportunity to learn 
about getting a busi-
ness on Google Search 
and Google Maps. 

If there is time they 
will get into how you 
can read and respond 
to customer reviews to 
drive more traffic to 
your business.

Sign your business 
up now. Only the first 
20 can attend.

There were com-
ments at the Aug. 9 
meeting and an earli-
er meeting regarding 
the advantages and 
disadvantages of such 
an ordinance. 

There are signs at 
the cemetery urging 
pet owners to clean 
up messes created 
by pets at the cem-
etery. City officials 
have stated that not 
all pet owners clean 
up after their pets. 
Some pet owners have 
stated that they per-
sonally clean up after 
pets and shouldn’t 
be penalized for the 
actions of others. A 
housing development 
across the highway 
from the cemetery has 
no sidewalks and no 
safe way to get by foot 
to any area other than 
the cemetery.

There were more 
comments on the sub-
ject from citizens at 
the Sept. 13 meeting.

“I did get a lot of 
phone calls, positive 
about the pet ordi-
nance at the ceme-
tery,” Lyla Saxby told 
the council. “This isn’t 
about me. It’s about 
the cemetery, the 
loved ones in the cem-
etery… It’s all com-
mon sense and consid-
eration shown out of 
respect for our town 
and our loved ones.” 

Tim Stoneking iden-
tified himself as a res-
ident of the area in 
question. “I am follow-

ing the rules. My wife 
is following the rules.”

He added that in 
addition to cleaning up 
after his pet, he picks 
up sticks and brushes 
off people’s graves. 

“I’m there to help. 
I’m just there walking 
my dog… If there are 
people who aren’t fol-
lowing the rules, pick 
on them.”

Council member 
Johnson expressed 
concern about enforce-
ment. “Are they going 
to be driving out to the 
cemetery and circle 
it?” she asked

Mayor Mark Murphy 
said, “The living have 
the whole world… We 
cut out a small space 
for our loved ones 
when they pass away. 
I think they should 
have it to themselves.” 

“I was not here last 
time,” Pingel said. “I 
would have cast the 
deciding vote last 
time. I will put my 
two cents worth in. I 
second Lyla’s thoughts 
and your thoughts Mr. 
Mayor. I come down 
on the respect side 
because it is the place 
that it is.”

The ordinance was 
passed on first read-
ing 3 to 2, with Pingel, 
Brown and Agnitsch 
voting in favor; Miller 
and Johnson opposed. 
The ordinance must be 
passed on second and 
third reading before it 
is put into effect. 

***
The council voted 

not to permanently 
extend Susan Avenue 
from South Craig to 

Valley View Dr. There 
had been a temporary 
gravel road created at 
the location as a result 
of construction on Roo-
sevelt Street.

A suggestion was 
made that the city con-
sider paving the sec-
tion of road in order to 
create a second access 
to a development.

There were objec-
tions raised about the 
expense of the pro-
posed paving project. 
Residents of the devel-
opment spoke to the 
council in opposition 
to the proposed street 
extension. 

The temporary road 
will be eliminated and 
grass planted at the 
location.

***
The council passed, 

in separate motions, 
resolutions directing 
the acceptance of pro-
posals to purchase a 
combination of taxable 
and nontaxable gen-
eral obligation bonds, 
with net proceeds 
to total $1,981,506. 
Expenditures are 
expected to be demoli-
tion of Wilson School 
and First Street water 
plant - $662,983; fire 
equipment - $750,000; 
public works projects 
- $410,000 and contin-
gencies - $158,522.

The action moves the 
city one step toward 
the issuance of bonds 
and does not commit 
the city yet to proceed-
ing with the bonding 
or any of the projects 
designated as expen-
ditures.

                                                      

About Barnes PRCA 
Rodeo: Established in 
1950, Barnes PRCA 
Rodeo from Peterson, 
Iowa, continues to be a 
premier livestock con-
tracting company and 
member of the Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboy 
Association. Marty 
Barnes, the eldest son 
of the late Bob and 
Donita Barnes, man-
ages all aspects of the 
livestock, rodeo pro-
duction and breeding 
program.   

The Rafter B Bar 
brand is synonymous 
with Barnes PRCA 
Rodeo and qual-
ity rodeo productions. 
Barnes PRCA Rodeo is 
in an elite class of being 
one of only two firms 
across North America 
selected to provide live-
stock for every Nation-
al Finals Rodeo, since 
its inception in 1959. 
The athletic talent of 
the bucking horses, 
bulls and saddle horses 
are award winning.

During the 2015 

Wrangler National 
Finals Rodeo, Red 
Horse Crossin dis-
qualified her riders 
and was judged the 
best horse of the per-
formances in round 
3 and round 8. Nota-
bly CAT Power was 
selected nine consecu-
tive times from 2005-
2013 to the WNFR. In 
1977 Crystal Springs 
was named the PRCA 
Saddle Bronc Horse of 
the Year. The founda-
tion sire Boy Ballou 
continues to influence 
the breeding program 
today. He made five 
trips to the National 
Finals Rodeo.   

Barnes PRCA Rodeo 
was also at the fore-
front when the rodeo 
industry developed the 
regional circuit system 
for contestants. The 
Rafter B Bar brand 
has been represent-
ed the past 40 years 
at every RAM Great 
Lakes Circuit Finals 
Rodeo. Today the sec-
ond and third genera-
tions of Barnes fam-
ily handle the day-to-
day operations on the 
ranch and provide for 
the health and welfare 

of 165 bucking horses 
and 70 bulls. The lon-
gevity of Barnes PRCA 
Rodeo is captured in 
the marketplace across 
the Midwest where 
community celebra-
tions dating back 40, 
50 and 60 years are 
continuous partners.  

Sixty-six years ago, 
Barnes PRCA Rodeo 
was founded with the 
guiding principles of 
integrity and hard 
work. Bob Barnes 
was known as “the 
Colonel,” and today 
remains one of the 
most respected stock-
man in professional 
rodeo. He was select-
ed as the 1984 PRCA 
Stock Contractor of 
the Year and inducted 
into the ProRodeo Hall 
of Fame in 1994.

Donita Barnes was 
posthumously award-
ed the inaugural PRCA 
Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for con-
tract personnel at the 
PRCA award banquet 
in 2011. The PRCA 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award was renamed 
in her honor in 2012.  

is enabled to use her 
gifts in ministry to the 
people of the world.




